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My Introduction to Medicine in Taiwan
Roland Brown, MD

use.

My biggest windfall came during my last rotation, on neu-

rosurgery. The chief was a very kindly Jewish man who was I told the doctor that Glen was dehydrated and needed in-

good to his residents. When he learned what I was going to : travenous fluids. His answer was “Yes, I gave him 20 cc of

be doing and the probable situation, he became interested, @ Vitamin B and 10 cc of vitamin C” I repeated the request

One day he said “Brownie, come along with me.” He took for IV fluids and got the same answer. The lady’s house was

me to the instrument company where he bought his surgical - across the street from the Provincial Hospital and the doctor

instruments. He said to the clerk “You have the index of my : Was on the staff there. I wanted some abdominal x-rays to

instruments, please select out those marked for back surgery look for free air and the doctor said he could arrange that.

and wrap them up. When the clerk gave the bundle to him, After a while some hospital staff came with a wheeled gurney

he turned around and gave the bundle to me. He said “Now and Glen was bounced across the street to the hospital. Un-

Brownie, you have enough instruments to do back surgery?” fortunately the x-ray machine was too weak to get through

Praise God! What a contrast to some of the efforts I was : Glen’s bulk.

making.

hospital carpenters made a special box for my library.

duplex yet but staying with some fellows of the unit.

One of the advantages of the draft

board allowing me to finish my res- ; I grabbed my stethoscope, B.P. cuff, and found a Levine (na-

idency year rather than being called - sogastric) tube. Then, with my interpreter, Peter Chao, we

up immediately was having time to boarded the next train for Taitung. It was a narrow gauge line

find out where I was going and a : with three cars that stopped at every little town. We arrived

little about the clinic situation. This at Taitung about 5:00 p.m.

then allowed me to collect a library

to take along, and try to collect in- : Glen was a large, heavy set man, somewhat overweight. It

struments. At the time the clinic had . Was not hot but he was perspiring profusely. After taking his

no inpatients and did no do surgery. : history and examining him, my tentative diagnosis was a

Consequently they also did not have surgical supplies. That : perforated ulcer. So I passed the nasogastric tube to keep his

gave me time to keep pestering the O.R. supervisor to set - stomach empty. The lady said that a Christian pediatrician

aside instruments that the surgeons were rejecting for vari- : had stopped to see him and had given him some medicine.

ous reasons and letting me pick from them what I felt I could . So Lasked to talk to the doctor. A phone call to his house

- revealed that he was taking his bath and that he would come
- as soon as he could.

- lapsed as he was about to board the bus for Pingtung. Be-
- cause he was a foreigner, the bus company brought him to
- her house He asked her to call me to come.

. In case his condition should take a turn for the worse, I want-
Surgical instruments being so expensive, I went to Monto- : ed him in the hospital where he could have surgery. The doc-

gomery Ward, to their tool section and picked out chisels - tor said that he was a pediatrician and could not admit Glen.

drills, bits, clamps, pliers, screw drivers, and their best grade We would have to talk to the Superintendent. So we phoned

of screws, etc. Things I could use in orthopedic surgery. The : him. By this time it was already 10:00 pm and he was in bed,

- but he would see us. So leaving Glen at the hospital, we took
- a pedicab to the Superintendent’s home. Oriental style, the
We arrived in Keelung, Taiwan in September, 1953. After : first thing was talking some pleasantries, then introducing

some orientation, Glen Graber, the unit leader, took us to - Glen and ourselves. Finally, he asked what the request was

Hualien. The next morning he left, going south to Taitung and I explained the situation. He said that I, not being on

and Pingtung to check on eye clinics we were running. So- the staff, could not admit Glen. But he would call his chief of

phie and I started to unpack although we were no in our : SUrgery to admit him and we could work together.

The surgeon checked him and agreed with my diagnosis and
About 10:00 oclock the following morning a police man scheduled him for surgery in the morning. I asked for 2,000

came and said there was a long distance call for me at the - cc of IV fluids. He agreed but ordered the fluids interstitially

police station. Neither the unit nor the clinic had a phone - (under the skin, IS). I argued for IV because IS was too slow.

because they were hard to get and expensive. On the line was Finally he agreed to 500 cc IV and the rest still IS.

a missionary lady in Taitung, fifty miles south of Hualien. :

Glen ahd checked the clinic and then this morning he col- So Peter and I started taking turns sitting with Glen, and
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praying. I was praying for wisdom and guidance. I wandered
around the hospital to evaluate it. I did not know that the :
reputation of the hospital was that patients came in the front :
door and left out the back. The result was that I was greatly :

discouraged. The fact that Glen was technically my boss add-

ed to the pressure. Finally, I decided to fly him to Taipei on

the first flight in the morning.

Peter and I were at the airline office when they opened in :
the morning. The first flight was almost full with no room
for a stretcher. But they would give him a front row seat so
he could stretch out some. However, it was not a direct flight :
to Taipei, instead it went to Kaohsiung. There it made a side
flight to the Pescadore Islands and back. So we had a couple
of hours in the airport infirmary. I was able to get him an IV

and a dose of morphine.

During that time I called Dr. Donald Dale in Taipei. He said :
he had a van that he used as an ambulance, and he had priv- :
ileges at Mackay Hospital (Presbyterian). He would meet us
at the airport and admit Glen to Mackay. He also called Dr.
Footland a Norwegian missionary surgeon. I called Glen’s
wife, June, in Taichung and explained the situation and

asked her to meet us at Mackay.

the air got a little rough, Glen said “You look a little green!”

June, a nurse, met us at Mackay about 4:00pm. With all pro-
tocols filled and prayers said, we went to the OR. Dr. Foot- :
land asked if T wanted to operate. I told him I was so tired he

L AV RGBT YR RFH KR LRy

should go ahead and I would assist. Dr. Dale gave the anes- :

S Mo WP EERMBRAAGHRA ﬁﬂi%é?fﬁﬁ

thesia. The diagnosis was correct and the repair made. With
great thanks to the Lord, I slept very well that night and re- - i o AT S RAAAY TS Ef"—]-ﬁ% i B 49K
R o A RAAEHHR
?%%%””ﬂ%¢@o%ﬁ@%%
SR AR TR B AR —

Lo R AR o B R

fluids IV. Fluids on the market in Taiwan at that time were
not pyrogen free and patients frequently had a reaction. Or,
the giving of medications intravenously in 10 or 20 cc vol-
umes (the so-called “big needle”) on an outpatient basis at
the request, if not demand, of the patient. Some things for

turned to Hualien the next day.

I also learned why the Taitung surgeon was reluctant to give

me to consider as I started practicing at the clinic in Hual-
ien.
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From Kaohsiung to Taipei the airline took out some seats :
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so there was room for a stretcher. I sat next to Glen. Hav- :
ing been up all night and worried, I was very tired. When :
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2014 Financial Report* 2014 518 £128 158 Jx % %

A B N %

2014 Z gk JAN (1/1/1412/15/14) $143,323.26

48 % % (Administration) $23.189.53
N -

e oot o $57.9907
& ¥ T (Taitung tribal village) $13,169.20
# B £ T (Thailand ministry) $12,100.00
MSCE % 1% At % $11,396.44
CCMM $2,000.00
Book Sale purchases $1,400.00
| B REE R AT $3,171.02
(Healthseminar; bioethics conference)

A& A 2 IR 15,2007
/1 2F subtotal $143,323.26 $119,662.05
PrY N $23,701.21

*subject to final verification by CPA upon IRS filing

Hohm F) TR R B A Uk 09 1 0 RN T AH R e RAd
R RM B F L KGR E MR FEMO TSRS HmG TR B
A g ER B AT T E R AR T A -

LCMM co-workers appreciate the support from churches and many brothers and
sisters in Christ. Without your generous donations we will not have sufficient fund
for many programs God has entrusted us to carry out. We will continue to utilize

the resources we have to do the good work He has prepared for us faithfully and

unashamedly.
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The Prayer Lady
Carl Epp, MD

nite Christian Hospital.

She was especially adept with crafts, paintings and other creative
things. Yet, she hadn't had the opportunity to train as a profes-
sional therapist. Teaching patients to do some of the artistic :
things that she had at her finger-tips was her pleasure, and the
excellence of the articles made was evidence of the latent skills
Dorcas had discovered in the patients in her care. Her presence :
LAY EE — 2 AAF R 69 Bt > AP K e | o AR Y
R EABRFGRIE > S it LA A RAITRE
DR KRBT R AL > AT R AR
D BhFE o

ably, quite a few of the patients that came in with limb or back : g

C HhEREEFIE
CRA X IE XA S R IAR 0 A2 R HUR A K SRR
| _ _ W HARE 2B R DR W ARMS > F 5
spiritual needs, in keeping with MCH’s philosophy to treat the W IR S Rt AR P > BB S SN
_ LB AR AR KO H B 0 AR B SE R KA LR
a lengthy hospital stay was Tom, a twelve year old who was run : 65 AP 69 2 TR 4R o
over by a train and lost a leg and part of the lower arm on the :

opposite side. He was a Christian and a rather happy-go-lucky B R R B g A > A Fa s A— AL ST L ABAL
pre-teen who was always humming or singing hymns and gos- - Tk A A 2GR A AT BRI A
pel tunes. His challenge was to learn to balance and walk with %ﬁ%j\“—‘ A > GRPIFRR AT, O, F)BEGHE

one leg and carry things safely with the stub of the lower arm A Bt ASLIZ A T

in the PT. Department was a therapeutic plus, driven by her de-
votion to the great Healer, Jesus Christ.

She not only prayed for the sick but also with them. Understand-
injuries required extended hospital stays and this frequently re-
sulted in despondency and depression. There was an ongoing

communication between Dorcas’ patients and the chaplains re:

whole patient( body, soul and spirit). A special patient that had

which still could flex at the elbow.

cycle which helped him expand his work area.

eventually got married and raised a family.

Truly, the “the joy of the Lord “was his strength as it also was
for Dorcas. Praise God!

(Pseudonyms are used throughout the article.)  Oct. 2014

Some individuals are blessed with a
smiling face and a persistent, positive
and gentle demeanor. Dorcas was
such a person. About forty years old
at the time I learned to know her, she
worked as an assistant in the physio / :
occupational department at Menno-

+

REEL-210

3LV 3 AR

EJJ L8 Dr. Carl Epp LE

19734 B R G mE KK B &% - FH
EHBRAREHR - WENLEHRRK
R RAE RS A SR E 09 F £ A A
AR RN E > BHEEH REFE S
EAHREGEATNAEA - LTHAEH
Tﬁﬁmiﬁmﬁﬁéﬁﬁo &

BEUABRBARGAME > AR

B > AR R R E M T @A
FZoOAFPAMRBMERS T RABAGHE > HKE

N —E R > Y ¥ A RBE =/ R E
Tom also had the benefit of Dorcas’ attention. His medical team : i% }% % ié—_; ﬁi H:E # i f\ ;% Z; 5 Ei%i? ,
was in contact with an employer who needed a painter’s assis- E o ;QZ’; «‘i‘t:% o mi Y 'ZT/’ *‘é B % ?) f]_;_}f v 5
tant. Mr.John Tsai was interested in training Tom to paint build- : ‘H;‘ ” Bk - i ig ; iﬁ g}ﬂ N e Al A
ings. It was amazing how agile and balanced Tom was on ascaf- : ~ "= * MRESOFETHT R
fold, holding the paint can at the stub of the injured arm, happily = =~ - s .
singing his favorite songs. His long hospital stay was overand he = 7 W E S e R R B R B R ARG L —

CEARBANTFRE BARAEBEIRGES

now was independent. He also learned to safely operate a motor- : A o D
LR BB GBI AE R AR E L 0 R

Tom would be called back to the hospital at times to visit a pa- B R AL G BT AR kA > o R B AR AR B

CEBRHH ARRTER O ERRERGBE TERTX

tient with life-changing injuries complicated by despondency : * Nt ) -
and depression. This usually made a positive difference. Tom : % i B 4 8 2. 2 & b, *’?’@ BiEHE > JKRT (e
CESLE o B X W B B TR RS LR ) E R

DA AR KA B R R LSRR o

"R iR
RGGIE  WREPGHT o HEM!
(L Je AARE)
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“Kwai yidyan, Isheng, yau dzwo libai”--“A little faster, Doc- :
tor, its time for church” It was Sunday morning rounds,
and my quadriplegic patient on whom I had done a large :
skin flap to cover one of his two huge bedsores, Mr. Chiang -
was asking me to finish the dressings as soon as possible :
so he could go up to chapel for the weekly church service, :

There is a lot to done to get him ready for the service.

The dressings have to be finished, his urine bag emptied,
and then he must be lifted into a wheelchair by several :
people. Then someone needs to trundle his IV stand along :
to the elevator, and then to third floor chapel. It’s a bright
spot in his week of not very many bright spots. Unable to :
more than “just move” his upper arms, he is completely de- :
pendent on others for care at only 30 years of age. Not a :
Christian before his accident, he is now listening to Chris- :
tian tapes, reading his Bible, and looking forward to Sun-
day service. I helped lift him into the wheelchair and went :
with him to chapel, where I saw a man with cancer of the
esophagus, unresectable, but can swallow because of a Si- :
lastic tube placed through the tumor into his stomach. I :
wonder what is in his heart as he sits in the chapel, an IV :
in his arm, and the IV pole beside his pew, reading about :
the God before Whom he will stand in a few months. Then
there is Mr. Jang with cancer of the stomach, far advanced,
“nothing can be done * trying to find the reference in the :
Bible that the pastor has announced. In the aisle are two :
patients in wheelchairs and two in walking frames. My :
mind goes to the three patients downstairs who would be :
perfectly able to come if they could only put their broken
leg up on the back of the pew in front of them, but it really :
wouldn’'t work out too well. We need to think of some way
- ping a few beats, but I survived the summer as the only

around that problem.

Certainly an unusual congregation, and yet it would prob-
ably be hard to find one with more earnest seekers after :
God, or more in need of His grace. Some are Christians :
of many years, seeking daily grace for their cancer or pa- :
ralysis. Others know nothing about a God you can't see, :

i . dm

|.-"'| |"-I1- T

|I i e he

1-.""5\'

but want to find out, and this is their first opportunity.
During the Christmas season when Taiwan goes through
the motions of a secular Christmas, we always have new
opportunities to explain who Jesus is and that the real Gift
of Christmas is eternal life through faith in Christ (Ephe-
sians 2:8). Keep praying for us and for our patients, their
families and neighbors. The Gift has to be delivered and
received, “opened and installed” before it can begin the
life-changing process to transform individuals into func-
tioning members of Christ’s Body.

Some follow-ups: Kolas, the 72-year old man who lost both
legs when caught in a brush fire, is now at home making
rattan chairs for sale. The Gospel Team visited him and
found him in good spirits. Mr. Lin, the “contrast” to Kolas
mentioned in our June letter who sang bawdy songs and
took his traction off at night, has quit alcohol complete-
ly. His personality is much changed and he has become a
cooperative patient and his fractures have healed. His big
problem is that, while he would like to go to church, and
become a Christian, his sister is very active in the Bud-
dhist. Temple behind their home and she paid all his hos-
pital bills! Pray for Mr. Lin and his sister. The missionaries
injured in the van accident.

Alice and Priscilla, are completely recovered except for
more frequent aches and pains, and Leona Dickinson, now
in St. Paul, is using her left hand well and can read, though
her left eye has residual damage. Sally has arthritis in her
left hip since a fall last furlough, recently improved after
changing medication several times and especially after
putting a softer pad over firm mattress. My heart is drop-

surgeon here and even got a week off thanks to Dr. Hong-
ming Lay, from Chicago. I have pedaled my way through a
lot of books on my exercycle and still marvel that wearing
yourself out really does give you more energy!
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Niger Medical Mission-August 11, 2014

Barbara Okamoto, MD

Ina yini? How was your day? Well I am learning that it is quite diffi-

cult to break habits. In many countries, hand gestures are so differ-

ent that you offend someone by just waving your hand- right or left.
Giving the high 5 could be considered a curse in some places. Here
in Niger, you should accept something or give something only with
your right hand. The left hand is the toileting hand and it is con-
sidered unclean and offensive to offer or accept anything with just
the left hand, even money. You also never touch common food with
your left hand. These people are so gracious and they often wave
to us since they are use to foreigners but I constantly find myself
needing to sit on my hands! Then there is the issue of a woman not
exposing her hips. I am regularly pulling out my shirt from my skirt
so it hangs out because I have forgotten that my hips are not to be ex-

posed even when they are covered! Of course this is probably a good

habit to adopt since I have the hourglass figure with all the sand in

the bottom. =-) Contour is out and the bag look is in.

The first time that I saw this, I was wondering what happened to
this child’s feet but now I am getting use to them. Apparently there
are a lot of women who dye the bottom of their feet with henna. I
guess it can be a substitute for shoes if you don’t have them but most
people wear sandals of some sort. The henna dye is supposed to last
for about 3 weeks depending on how many times you wash it, and
obviously this little girl's dye job is wearing out. I don't see much in
the way of tattoos here but I do see a few body markings depending

on the tribe a person is from.

This last Sunday on the way back from my usual Sunday activities, I
was able to visit the local pump house. Apparently the mission com-
munity has a well up on a hill with some water tanks. The water is
gravity feed down into the community. Men and children transport
the water in plastic jugs and cans either by hand, or by a wagon usu-

ally pulled by a donkey here in town for a price. Can you imagine

: waiting in line to fill your water jugs and then having to haul all your
water to your house? It is no wonder why water is such a precious
commodity here in the desert and why bathing is mostly done “bird
bath” style if at all. Work continues to be very busy here at the hospi-
tal. I just admitted another child with a femur fracture that we treat
with BucK’s traction. Buck’s traction here in G consists of a bucket of
stones hanging off the frame of a bed. This helps to pull the femur
straight in children making the muscles fatigue. Once the bone is
aligned adequately enough, the leg is casted and the traction is re-
moved. We use weights in the states but rocks in a paint can suffice.
The number of rocks one uses depends on the weight of the child

. and how much traction is tolerated.

Another child who is 14 days old that I
admitted to the hospital the other day, I
took to the OR today as well. He is so

malnourished  that
you can see every lit-
tle rib. He presented
with a distended co-
lon and probably has
Hirshsprung’s  Dis-

ease which is a disease

where the colon is not

innervated by the nerves that it should have so the stool is not pro-
pelled distally. We did a colostomy and will see what the biopsies
show of the colon before we try to re-hook the colon back. There
is no rush however to do any further surgery. This child will need
to get into a better nutritional state before we can do anything. The
malnutrition and anemia that I see here in G truly reminds me of
the pictures that I have seen of malnourished children in Africa and
India in the past but I had never seen to this extent even in Kenya.
We have so much food in the United States that it is hard to imagine
people starving to like this. When I hired a housekeeper for a little
over dollar an hour, I was told that this is a fair wage. The housekeep-
ers do laundry, cleaning, and some even cook. It does not take long
to realize that you do not throw out your chicken bones or scraps
of meat like the tendons because the housekeeper will want to take
them home to eat them. Literally nothing goes to waste. The bones
are eaten and provide a source of calcium since they do not have the
calcium tablets and the various supplements that we so often take in
the States. It is embarrassing to give them these bones as we tell them

to discard them but if we directly try to give them food to take home,
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we often hurt their pride and they may refuse the offer. So many of
the missionaries have found that when they get tired of certain foods
or the bread gets too stale, they just ask the housekeeper to discard
them, knowing all along that they will be taken home to their fami-

lies for consumption with great pleasure.

Don't forget to remember to lift up the people here in Africa with the
Ebola virus which is almost always fatal and for those missionaries
who have contracted the disease while trying to save these people.
We recently had a bulletin put out by CMDA asking for physicians
to consider going to Elwa Hospital to help knowing the dangers that
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it entails since the mission doctors there are way over worked and
need assistance during this epidemic. We have not had any Ebola
outbreaks here in Niger but there is a definite high alert everywhere.
It appears to be primarily in Sierra Leone and Liberia at this time.
Until T have time to share more adventures with you all, may He

continue to bless and keep you. (August 11, 2014)

PS. I just talked to a long term missionary here in G and she stated
that we have freedom to talk about the church and Christian activities

here with some restrictions so in my next email, I will tell you more.
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6. A sheep which has many different shepherds spends a lot

of nights outside.

. It’s grasshopper by grasshopper that one fills up the game
bag.

As long as you haven't finished crossing the river, don’t

insult the crocodile.

Don't you just love
these proverbs? Each
culture has its own style
of proverb but it truly
the

ment in which one is

reveals environ-

raised. Here in Niger life the family unit is close and members

must work together to survive. Everything is done by hand and is

- labor intensive. For example, these men are making cinder blocks

in a mold on the ground, filling them with cement like mixture
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Niger Medical Mission-August 20, 2014
Barbara Okamoto, MD

with picture after picture of the scenes that I see

© ot reveal the same picture. How I wish we could

learn from them to be grateful for what God has

. . . in the town of G but they just cant convey the
B RBAAERRRERGRMEREIIT o Mtk
Ho BMEAEHERA ERRAE > BTAE H3HHE

: Yet for those who have so little, their smiles do

and then turning the mold upside down, one at a time. The man

. Ml A . the children have to work and haul things- boys and girls alike.
EERMPEAEN R ARG EH T EET

These kids may be very skinny but they are strong
and have learned to work hard if they want water

to drink and food to eat. I could just fill this page

true picture of the harshness of life in a desert.

i given use.

Greetings! It's been a joy to experience a new culture and a learning

experience all rolled into one. I have been enjoying reading some of

the African proverbs and I wanted to share some of them with you.
1. Ifyouare in a hurry to get married, your sister-in-law will

be prettier than your wife.

Whoever has thirst for everything risks to swallow a knife.

Trees that grow together cannot help but rub against each

other.

A bird doesn't leave its nest without leaving some feathers

behind.

All peanuts belong to the same family, but the two together

in the same shell are especially close.

Surgery continues to be a challenge here in
G. I am often on call for Ob Gyn surgery
and I cannot tell you the number of times
I have been called in to do a Cesarean Sec-
tion for eclampsia under local anesthesia,
delivery of a dead baby that is stuck in the
birth canal, D & Cs, Episiotomies, and
all sorts of things that I have not had any

training other than that in medical school eons ago! I keep laugh-

ing to myself wondering if they only knew who they were calling

for backup help- me of all people! The one who in her internship

almost dropped the baby into the steel bucket on the floor when

a Mexican lady decided that it was time to get her baby out. With

a shout in Spanish, she pushed her baby out like a torpedo into

10
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my chest. There I was breathless with all the air pushed out of my :

lungs trying to catch this slimy “football” of a baby spiraling down

to the bucket on the floor. Feet and hands were all over the place

bench because you may find

that you only have room for

and I only managed to grab the umbilical cord just before the baby

reached the bucket. In that one telling moment, I swore never to do

OB and my career in OB ended or so I thought!

The Ob Gyn MD, EP states that
her joy is when she gets to do a
tubal ligation after a terrible C
Section because she knows that
she will not have to come back
to this mess again and she has saved another woman. There are re-
ally 2 major problems. First many of the girls are too young to have
children and not fully developed at ages 13-15. They also have no

prenatal care and come in too late. Secondly we have women who

. ends! This of course forces one

you do not sit on the end of the

one cheek before the service

[ By

. to sway in the correct direction with all those on your bench when

you might not be so inclined with rhythm. Despite the fact that
most of the brothers and sisters in this region are not Christian,
you would not know it from the size of the congregation with the
two churches combined. As is the usual tradition, men sit on one
side and the women sit on the other side of the church. The other

- thing is that there is often more than one offering taken during the

service and if you like the singing, you can get up at any time and

put money in the plate by the choir director to show your appre-

. ciation for their contribution. That ultimately goes to the church.

. The one thing that you do notice is the fact that there is active par-

are just too worn out from having children like their 10th child

when they themselves are malnourished and anemic. But how do

you explain anything medical to people in Hausa when the same

. p—

word is used for artery, vein, and tendon for example. The language @ ¥&

ticipation by the men and women as well as the children because it

cost them something.

itself is not equipped to tackle medical knowledge let alone basic

physiology. This is compounded with the fact that most of these

people do not have an education, no clue how their body works,

or why they are getting sick. EP has learned to tell the women that

the womb is spoiled and thus they need a tubal ligation because
they understand what spoiled means. I still cannot deal well with
the dead children that I see or mothers that die in childbirth so it is
such a joy when I see healthy babies. Triplets are not too common

here so this picture I got from my friend TS is a real treat.

I told you that I would
talk about Christian ac-
tivities in my last email
since it is allowed with
some restrictions. We ] :
had a fantastic service last week as the 2 churches here in G com-
bined when we had a group of visiting pastors from the neighbor-
ing country to the South arrive for a conference. It was a wonderful

church service with a lot of singing of traditional songs with tra-

This is a picture that I took

from the front of the church
looking back at the congre-
gation as I was putting my

offering into the box at the

pulpit. Note the log drum. It is a joy to be able to worship with

brothers and sisters in Christ even when I can’t understand a thing.

. There is a warmth and everyone says Hello- “San nu” as they come

- up to greet you. This of course is not the usual attendance in most

churches. Obviously the hospital in G has really influenced the mi-

lieu here. The other week, I went to a church in M. There were 3

men present besides the pastor. Often the churches meet in the

homes of the pastor who works fulltime doing other work because

. there are few believers amidst the M brothers and sisters. In the

- evenings we have our own church service on the compound at 5:30

PM and it also is an interesting experience as we gather like the

© United Nations with missionaries from Germany, Australia, En-

gland, Ireland, Nigeria, the Congo, the States, and Canada etc. The

service is given in English and in French. Well I think that I have

probably made this email too long but I just wanted to give you

ditional drums. Africans intrinsically have a God given talent for

rhythm and dance. Although the church was very hot and crowd-

ed-(there is no such thing as personal space in these countries),

more of a taste of life here in G. My time here is rapidly disappear-

- ing but there is so much more to share. Thank you for your prayers

© and support as I serve our Savior and Lord.

everyone was happy and rejoicing. One just has to make sure that

11

PS. So far we have been blessed with no Ebola. PTL!
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Helping those in need,
“the least of the least”

Scott Murray, MD

o
Alih‘-'.

Id like to share about the medical work that I've been doing for over - worms beginning to eat away at the tissue around the bone. He came

twenty years in Thailand. I want you to get a picture of how the med-

ical mission works. You may ask, “Do we need missionary doctors, : ate but he said, “You can’t do that!” He explained that the witch doctor

when a lot of these countries have their own doctors already? Is there : (14 him that the bamboo splint had to stay on for six weeks; if he took

still a place for medical missions?” That's what I want to take alook at i off even a minute early, hed never walk again. Such was his belief

today.

The hospital we have been working at for the last four years is Kwai splint. Instead, I got a bit of local anesthetic, trimmed off the bone that

River Christian Hospital. We're up near the top of the “trunk” of the @ /¢ sticking out, cleaned off the infection, and then gently closed it,

elephant (Thailand sometimes looks like an elephant on a map), just leaving a little open just to let the infection drain.

west of Bangkok.

. patient of ours came in with abdominal pain, but he didn’t come to

%’Wﬁnmﬁ%fm@%iyﬁGk@%ié &

o A

the hospital when he was ill. The first place he went to was the witch
doctor. The witch doctor got a special knife which he had prayed over,

. or used some incantations on, and made scratches over his abdomen

to get rid of the “evil spirit” that was causing the pain. So much was the

. patient’s belief that it was an evil spirit causing his pain that he waited
. one week before coming to the hospital. Actually, hed had typhoid,
- and his intestine had ruptured. When I operated on him, most of his

. bowel content was inside his abdomen. He did survive, but only just.

Another patient came after breaking his leg from falling out of a tree.

. But again, he went to the local witch doctor in his village first. The

- witch doctor put on a bamboo splint and didn’t do a bad job of it,

really. But he had a compound fracture, where the part of the bone is

- sticking out of the leg, and there was a little bit of infection, with some

~ to me and asked, “Can you help me?” And I said I would have to oper-

. in the witch doctor that evil spirits would cause him to go lame if he

. didn’t follow his orders, that he implored me not to touch the infected

Id like to share about the medical work that I've been doing for over

twenty years in Thailand. I want you to get a picture of how the med-

ical mission works. You may ask, “Do we need missionary doctors,

when a lot of these countries have their own doctors already? Is there

still a place for medical missions?” That's what I want to take a look at Another patient had a huge dental abscess that caused swelling and

today.

The hospital we have been working at for the last four years is Kwai : the character for ‘tiger’ on his swollen cheek, explaining that it would

These are the kind of patients that we get:
their belief system is such that often, the
doctor is not the first person they go to.
We're the last person they go to.

© pain in his cheek. His first resort was to go, not to a witch doctor, but to
. the local Chinese doctor, or herbalist. The Chinese doctor had written

River Christian Hospital. We're up near the top of the “trunk” of the

elephant (Thailand sometimes looks like an elephant on a map), just : very popular in Thailand. When people go to the local herbalist and

west of Bangkok.
Obstacles to Modern Medical Treatment

Now, why go to Thailand? 95% of the population is Buddhist. In fact,

the Thai say, “We're Thai, therefore, were Buddhist,” as if they are syn-* geif taken out of your comfort zone as a doctor. One of the first things

onymous. Their belief system is about making merit: doing enough I realized was that I had to make do with few resources. I treated an

good in this life in order to come back in the next life as a better per- (14 man who was in his seventies, who had had to amputate his leg

son, wealthier, happier, all those things. There a lot of animism, as : ;hove the knee. But we had no prosthesis; we couldn’t just send him

well.

There is still a huge amount of mistrust in modern medicine. One © of wood at the bottom, attached to his leg, because thats all we had.

“chase away” all the bad stuff. This, and herbal medicine as well, is

© receive various concoctions of dried roots and snakeskin and such,

. well, sometimes it works, and sometimes it doesn’t, and that’s when

© they come to me.

When you go to underdeveloped countries, you suddenly find your-

down to the local prosthetic department for a new leg. What we ended

- up doing was using a two-and-a-half inch plastic drain, with a piece

13
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When you're out in the mission field and you have no facilities, you :

have to think, “How can we adapt to the medical situation?” Well, this

man was able to walk with his pipe drain-prosthetic. It was some time :

before we were able to send people off to get trained and get better,

modern equipment.

Leprosy and the Treatment for Social Stigma

Now, I'd like to talk a little bit about leprosy. When I first went to Thai-
land, it looked like I was going to have to work with leprosy patients

only. Leprosy usually starts off as a pale rash on the skin, usually anes-

thetic, which means that you cannot feel that part of the skin. It loses

sensation; if you were to shove a pin into the rash, you would feel no :

pain.

I had a patient come in, a young man about eighteen years old. He

had a rash on his cheek, and he said, “Doctor, it’s getting bigger. I've :

had it for six months. I've tried various potions and creams on it, but it

doesn’t seem to go away.” I had a look at it and said, “Well, this is lep-

rosy. That's why its not getting better. You need treatment” He didn't :

believe me. He said, “I can’t have leprosy. If I go home and people see

I've got leprosy, they’re going to throw me out of my home, and I'll lose

my job.” So he went away. Six months later, he came back, and the rash

had gotten a bit bigger. Hed been to the witch doctor, hed had various  :

herbal treatments, hed even been to the temple. Hed done everything

he could to possibly cure his rash, but nothing had worked. So finally,

he came back, and he agreed to treatment.

Some wait even longer. I saw a young man who had lepromatous lep-

rosy: millions of leprosy bacteria underneath the skin cause it to wrin-

kle and swell up; he had lost his eyebrows, his ears were swollen, and

his nose had begun to cave in and become deformed. If he had waited

even longer, his skin would have begun to necrote, or die, and then :

ulcerate. We don’t know much about the skin condition translated as :

‘leprosy’ in the Old Testament, but it could have been similar. This is
. job and sell the things he had created.

how severe untreated leprosy can become.

When this young man who had lepro-
matous leprosy came to me, I couldnt
believe that he was only 29 years old.
He looked 69. He had been living in the
jungle for two years. His family had cast

him out, saying, “We don't want you near us,” because they knew he :

had leprosy. Only his brother would take food out from the village and

leave it on the edge of the jungle, where he would come to eat it once a

day. None of the rest of his family wanted any contact with him. Well,

news got to him that we were able to treat leprosy patients, so he came

to the hospital and said, “Can you help me?”

We were able to treat the leprosy with drugs, of course, but one addi-
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tional thing we were able to do was to reconstruct his face. We took
some cartilage from his rib and slid it up his nose; we took some hair
from behind the ear and transplanted it into the eyebrows, and then
did a little bit of a facelift. Six months later, he looked healthy and
happy, with a new nose and new eyebrows. He was able to go back to
his village, and everyone was happy that he was cured. But not only
was he cured, he was able to be accepted back into the village, because
of the cosmetic surgery we had performed. And most importantly,
while he was with us getting treatment for a number of months, he
came to know Christ. He also became very involved in the translation
of many hymns. So, through medical work, we were able to show this
person who was outcast, whom nobody wanted, the love of Christ.

Leprosy can also involve other parts of

the body besides the face. Sometimes,

the earliest sign of leprosy is outer

nerve palsy: when the fingers and toes

become numb and unable to move.

The nerves are damaged, the muscles weaken, and the fingers end up
beginning to claw. If you leave it untreated, the entire hand becomes
an unusable claw. The patient cannot straighten their fingers, so they
cannot work: they can’t pick things up, harvest rice, or dig up and
plant things. So, they end up having to beg. They become outcasts,
thrown out of their homes.

We can operate to straighten out the fingers, but the remaining prob-
lem is that the nerves are still damaged. A patient with no sensation
in their fingers will pick up a pot from the fire while cooking, but he
won't feel it burning. After a while, the fingers will just fall off. One of
these patients came to me and asked, “Can you give me a new hand?”
I said, “Td love to be able to give you a new hand, but I can’t do it” But
what I could do was take out some of the bone from his forearm and
construct a set of pincers for him. It didn’t look very nice, but at least
he was able to work. He was a leprosy patient, but we taught him how
to do some handicraft, some weaving, and he was able to start a new

One patient came too late. Hed lost
both arms and part of his left foot to
leprosy. He still had to try to look after
himself, because nobody wanted him,

and his family had thrown him out.
Hed continued working until the ulcers became so severe that he de-
veloped cancer in an ulcer in his arm. Wed had to cut off the arm
to try to save him from his cancer. In the picture I have of him, hes
standing with just one leg and no arms, but he’s smiling. I don’t know
if you would smile if you had a body like his. I asked him, “How do
you cope?” His family had disowned him and he was in such a piti-
able physical condition, yet he had a big smile on his face. “Why are
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you smiling?” I asked. “T wouldn't be smiling, if T were you. Arent you :

angry with God for giving you leprosy and leaving you like this?” He

said, “No. If I hadn'’t gotten leprosy, I would never have come to Kwai

River Christian Hospital. And if T had never come to Kwai River Chris-

tian Hospital, I would never have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.” :

He came to know Christ while he was getting treatment and surgery.

Even though his body was so ravaged, he said, “I thank God that I got

leprosy, otherwise I wouldn't have found His love. Even though I have

this body now, 'm going to have an eternal, wonderful, beautiful new

body when I go to heaven” He was able to thank God for his deformi-

ties, because he had found Jesus. That’s the kind of treatment we were :

able to offer.

Medical Patients Who Come to Know Christ

Id like to share a few stories from the

cases that we've had, just a few of the

hundreds, if not thousands. There was a :

young boy, 14 years old, whod fallen out :

of a tree when he was 10 while trying to

collect beeswax from a beehive. Hed fallen five or six meters to the :

ground and broken his leg. He hadn't been to school for four years,

because the teacher had told him he couldn’t come on account of his :
disability. His brain was perfectly healthy! But hed had to stay home :
for four years. So his family came to me and asked, “Can you help him

walk?” We operated on him and were able to straight his leg out, and

eventually he was able to go back to school. He also came to know

Christ and began to attend the local Burmese church.

Another patient I had was a little girl, 5 years old, who had fallen into

a fire. In the villages, they use an open fire for cooking, and she had

fallen into one of them and burnt her bottom. Shed been treated in
the local hospital for about six months, but the backs of her knees had :
scarred up and left her legs permanently bent. She hadn’t been able to

walk for about a year, and some of her wounds were not quite healed.

She and her father had come from a village some distance away from

the hospital. A missionary had been to this village and tried to evange-

lize, but they had been very antagonistic and unwilling to believe. But

when the missionary found this little girl, he suggested taking her to

the Christian Hospital to see what they could do. So they came, and

the first thing I tried was traction: we applied some weights to see
if we could stretch out the tendons and the skin that had contracted. :
But although we did our best, nothing would move, so we operated :

instead. Two weeks later, she was able to walk home. While she was in

the hospital, of course, we shared the gospel with her and her father. :

Her father was not interested at all. He was very antagonistic. In fact,

he was more interested in being able to buy alcohol because he was no :

longer in the village; he spent most of his time drinking when he was
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supposed to be looking after his daughter. They left, not having come
to know Christ.

About two years passed, and I met the
missionary whod first brought the fa-
ther and daughter to us. They lived
some six or seven hours away, so we

hadn’t done any follow-up since theyd

gone home. But I asked after Pata and
her father and wondered if they believed yet or not. The missionary

replied that they didn't believe, even two years later. I said, “That’s

a real shame” And he said, “Ah, but there’s another bit to the story.

When I took this girl and her father back into the village, and they

saw the girl walking — after theyd been to the witch doctor and given

sacrifices to no avail - you know, the whole atmosphere of the village

changed” He said, “Every time we tried to share the gospel before,

they said, ‘Nope! We don’t want to hear it’ But when we took this girl

back, people opened up. Now, two years later, we have a church of 30

people in that village who have come to know Christ, because you

were able to treat this little-girl”. Medical work had opened a door for -
this village six hours away from the hospital; the people opened their

hearts and said, “Now, we'll listen to what you've got to say””

I had another patient from Burma who

came to me with no hands. He said,

“Doctor, can you give me two new

hands?” I said, “Well, I've kind of run

out of miracles for today! I can't do that

for you” But I was able to do a proce-
dure that turns the bones in the forearm into two giant pincers, like
two giant chopsticks that can be used to hold and open things. Be-
fore, he couldn’t use his hands; he couldn't eat, clean his teeth, go to
the toilet, clean up, everything was extremely difficult. But after the
operation, he took several months to learn how to use his new chop-
stick-hands, and he eventually learned how to make tables and chairs
so that he could go back to Burma with an occupation. He also had
a big smile on his face, despite having no hands, because he came to
know Christ during the six months he was in the hospital. Later, he
said to me, “Doctor, you know, I've always wanted to become a tailor.”
And I said, “Oh, well, there’s no way we can... I mean, weve really
run out of miracles now!” But the hospital staff were able to procure
a foot-operated sewing machine for him. His feet were fine, so he
would sit and use his chopstick-hand and his other hand to move the
cloth around... Six weeks later, before he went back to Burma, he gave
me a gift of a shirt and trousers that he had made.

Eleven years passed. One day, another person from his village came
to the hospital. I said to him, “Why would you come all the way here,
when you're from such a long way away?” He said, “Do you remem-
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ber the man you operated on eleven
years ago?” I said that I did and asked
after him. He told me, “He’s fantastic.
And you know what? When he came
back to our village, he told us all about

Jesus, whom wed never heard about :

before. And now, a decade later, there are a hundred people in our

village who have come to know Christ” The man I'd operated on was

from an area in Burma where missionaries couldn’t go, but he already

had the language and the access, so when he came to Thailand for his

operation, he went back to Burma as a missionary. The sewing ma-

chine went back with him, too. The village church met on Sundays,
: can see the doctor, they've got to listen to the gospel first. We share

and half of the congregation would wear the clothes that he made.

So through our medical ministry, often through very simple surger- | funny because when they're sitting in the waiting room, they dort

ies and simple treatments, we can open doors. A man whom nobody " have anywhere else to go, so they've got nothing better to do than

could go to came to us and ended up as a missionary to his village.

Whﬂe ['was in Thailand, T got invita- © And while the patients are getting treatment, they’re also in beds, tied
tions to perform reconstructive surgery to an IV drip. They can’t go anywhere, but we can go talk to them on

in other countries. On one trip, I went © the wards and share the Gospel with them. We also share with fam-

to Laos. The hospital we were going to. - ilies. About two years ago, we had a Christmas program. We invited

had no operation facilities, no medical * allthe patients and all of their relatives who come around to visit, and

instruments, no anesthesia, no sutures, no gowns. We brought all of ended up with over a thousand people in front of the hospital. We

our own gowns, gloves, masks, hats, instruments, needles, and syring- © shared the gospel and had a Christian group come sing and a preach-

es; we carried them all onto a boat to cross the river from Thailand : .
: er who spoke in Karen, the local language.

the big city, he was worried that another man would take her for his
wife, so he came down to make sure that she returned with him. He
thought she was that beautiful! And again, we were able to help them
not just physically, but also spiritually; we shared the gospel with them
and gave them eternal life, as well as a life on this earth that would be
happy and free from stigmatization.

Evangelism in the Waiting Room
So, how do we do it? Well, as patients come to see the doctors with

whatever problems, a headache, back pain, a rash, while they're sit-
ting and waiting to be seen, we give them the Gospel. Before they

© the gospel with posters and simple explanations for half an hour. Its

- listen anyway.

into Laos. Everything was piled into a little boat, with chickens and :

pigs in the back, and toothbrushes and toothpaste in another corner, ' The medical work there is such that every day, we have cighty to one

al(.)ng. WitE a]l) of my surgice?l equipment. I re.tmembe.fr S::ting theré’ hundred patients coming through our doors. In one year, we have 25
t[hmkmg, .We.vej got everything here but t}.1e itchen sink!” (NB: This to 30 thousand coming to our small hospital. That's thirty thousand
is an English idiom) And then, I looked into another corner of the - lives and souls that we have the opportunity to share the gospel with —

boat and saw that they had actually brought twenty kitchen sinks! So and they have to listen! We don't have to go anywhere; we dorit even

we had everything and the kitchen sink going over with us to Laos.

© have to go out of our doors, because they come to us. And we share

. the gospel with every single patient we get.
When we went over to Laos, we got to train the Lao surgeons and :

doctors in reconstructive surgery. I was going in and out of the coun- :

try over six or seven years, doing the training, and Id like to tell you :

about a group of ladies, all of whom I'd performed reconstructive sur-

gery on. Some of them had spent years living in the jungle when they :

had leprosy. But after Id treated them for leprosy and done hand and

face reconstruction, they were able to return to their villages, and the to evangelize, it has to go out and find somebody to talk to. But in

wonderful thing was that all five of these ladies had gotten married. : our hospital, we just stay there, and people come to us, And we dorrt

Before, they had been outcast because of their disease and stigma- © | . 4 g0 away without having a chance to hear the gospel. We tell

tized because of their deformities, but the community had welcomed " them this: we may be able to cure you, or we may not be able to cure

them back, and theyd all been able to find husbands. For them, the you. But regardless, we can give you something better than a Tylenol,

treatment we were able to provide had made all the difference. So they something better than your hernia surgery. We can give you eternal

all came to see me in Vientiane, the capital of Laos, to say thank you. ' lifes we want to share it with you,

One of the women came accompanied by her husband. He thought

his wife was so beautiful, that when she left the village to come to
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Compare this to the church, where
people come every Sunday. You can get
one or two hundred people coming to
church each week, but they’re the same
people each week. If the church wants

Doctors who are Christians are able to share, not just the evangelists.
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One of our Thai doctors at Kwai River :
Christian Hospital, a pediatrician, was °
treating a patient who had leukemia.
He came during her treatment and
shared the gospel and prayed with her. :

One of our nurses would make it a habit

to give the antibiotic, change the IV and the dressing, and then say to
the patient, “Now; let me tell you about the Lord Jesus Christ” The :
patient in bed doesn’t have anywhere to go, and we have all the time in

the world to share the gospel. What an opportunity! Everybody gets

a chance.

The Patients Become Missionaries

And the consequences can be amazingly far-reaching. One patient we  and we told them about Jesus. We prayed for the paralyzed girl, and
had was a 53-year-old lady, Mrs. Black. Shed been to the local hospi- : . . :
© anamazing thing happened: she was still paralyzed, but from that day

tal, not far from us in central Thailand, half a dozen times. She had : S . . ,
) N - undiced. she had an obstructed biliary | on, this girl just fell in love with the Lord. Before, shed never gotten
Pancreatiic ;ancer, she was ];un ’d i but the local b Y - out of her house; shed been in her house for five or six years. But after
trzlicli, an she ;;\lras ge(‘;tmg tth1'nnefr aI; t Slm}fr’ Hut L ¢ focat ospl- . that, shed get on her wheelchair and tell her older brother to push her,
téh .a i eIe_In a .elto (? no“r;;:g ,or 7:1 © I)na Y, She came t:; ?lur . so shed get pushed around to the house next door and sit and read
ristian Hospital, saying, “1heyve told me Zve got cancerand that -y piple to her neighbors. She was so excited about this new faith

there’s nothing I can do” I gave her an ultrasound and rechecked her " that she had.

had about thirty or forty people in the house — and she said, “Right,
everybody sit down, you've got to hear this story” And she pointed
to us and said, “Tell them! Tell them about Jesus! I've got cancer; I'm
going to die, but you need to tell them.” So we were able to share the
gospel for a couple of hours, just to some of the people of her village.

Just when we were about to leave, Mrs. Black said, “You can't go yet!
There’s a girl who lives just down the road here. She’s been paralyzed
for six years. She couldn’t come here, because she’s lying paralyzed in
her house. Would you go and tell her?” And we said, “Well, sure, we've

come all this way (about two or three hours from the hospital), let’s go

- and talk to her” So we walked down to this lady’s house, just five or
: six hundred meters from Mrs. Black’s house, and Mrs. Black told her

© to call all her relatives in. So we had another twenty or thirty people

and said, “Well, I think theyre right. I think you do have pancreatic :

cancer, and we probably cannot save you, but what I can do isa bypass Well, we spent another couple of hours with this girl and her family

operation, which will give you a little bit longer to live” So she agreed; : . . .
P gvey 8 & . and friends. And just as we were about to leave to return to the hospi-

we did a bypass surgery and cured her of the obstruction, and her - tal, Mrs. Black said, “No, you can’t go yet! There’s another guy, another

jaundice began to settle. One of our nurses had gone into the oper- © 500 meters down the road, and they've told him at the local hospital

ating room and prayed with her before the operation. Now, after the : that hes dying of cancer. Would you go talk to him?”

operation, Mrs. Black told us this story. She said that went she went :

into the pre-op room and the staff prayed for her, she saw this image

of a man wearing white who came down and carried her into the op-

erating room. The next thing she knew after that was the man putting

her down in the bed after the operation. I don’t know what that was,

maybe a vision. But she said, “T didn't even notice the operation; all T

knew was this person in white who told me that everything was going

to be okay. And Twoke up, and then the nurse came over and started with medical problems. Others just came because she told them to.

praying again” And she believed in the Lord Jesus.

Five days later, she was healing, getting morning. Shed say, “You come, and sit here, and listen to this” She
less jaundiced, and eating. We said to : . .
her “You can g0 home now!” But she came every month for nine months, and brought her village people
e.z Yo 8 1 th ' e . with her every time. After nine months, Mrs. Black died. But during
s L ou VigOt tﬁ ti dese pe(():};e. H: that time, shed brought nearly one hundred people to the hospital
%W ige ahout the Lord Jesus r{s; - and started a church in her village. She died, but new life in Christ was
. . :11 80 d c;me, can .y}(l)lihcome W}it : given to the people that she left behind. It was all because one person
H.IE' (3[}(1)ur ;angfe ISFT got toge er(’llaf;h ,;ve;:t WE b ?dm to her © had come to the hospital, heard Christ, and then took it back to share
:111 aﬁe' ] ;W Z_e abmll}ll wasljmaze ’ a]lzy t Ollllg ts ed lgonkei o . with her neighbors. Even in the little time she had left, she wanted to
¢ hospital to die, but here she was, walking to them, and looking ©make sure that other people could taste the love of God and the won-
healthier. Mrs. Black sat her husband down and said, “Look, I've got :
. derful grace of God, as well.

Mrs. Black came back to the Christian
hospital every month for a follow-up,
and it was a long journey from her
village. Shed hire a pickup and put in
about ten to fifteen people from her vil-
lage, piled up into the back. Some came

Shed bring them all to our hospital, the Christian hospital, not to see

©the doctor, but to listen to the gospel that was being preached in the

something to tell you” She called all her friends and relatives in - we :
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That's what medical missions is about. We go with our skills — our little

skills and gifts that God has given us, and we give them to the Lord :

and say, “You use them” And a Christian medical hospital becomes a

place where we can share the Gospel.

Safe House and Candlelight

who have no citizenship and no rela-

tives, who live in the border communi- : 2

There are two satellite projects involved
in Kwai River Christian Hospital’s min-
istry, and I'd like to mention them brief- :
ly. Safe House is a home for migrants

C H A B EmARA S

ty. We have about forty-five residents who stay in a few houses. Most

some way incapacitated and alone. We take them in and try to teach :

Bk S AAVE A B B A TR B R (Kwai

them a trade, so that they can work. We've taught them how to weave,

anywhere between 45 to 60 residents. Some come for a year or two,

R B ENER

and then we try to return them to Burma, to family, if we can.

community-based disabled program. We have about 150 families with
disabled children or adults in the program. How can we help these

pig for a family with a disabled girl — she was unable to walk or speak
- and let them raise it. Eventually, they could sell it and start their
own income-generating project. There was a grandfather who was
left to take care of his disabled grandchild. His house had no roof,

so we bought corrugated iron and helped him build the roof of his : & |
T EMARBRALE o FRAAETHE B
DR ART o

house so that he could take care of his grandchild. In another fami- :

ly, a grandmother had seven or eight grandchildren to look after by
herself, so we provided for their educa-
tional needs, helping them with school
uniforms, books, and transportation to
school. With one part-time staff mem-
ber for about 150 families, we help with

education, we help those who are deaf
and blind, we start income-generating
projects, we help with building repairs, and so on.)

Speech given by Dr. Scott Murray at the Luke Christian Medical TR
Missions Conference in August 2014 (to watch Dr. Murray’s videos, : |
LCMM North America” Channel or https://

please visit Youtube “
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of them are elderly, have AIDS or some psychiatric illness, or are in :

we've given them pigs and chickens to raise, and we also have a vege- = River Christian Hospita) IR ¥ > B /23018 £ A& A R ME
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table garden at the safe house. We have seventeen full-time staff, and :
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drew Cheng and Irene Liu
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The Long Link—Christmas 2014 - Faithful

Last year, half of our family

{ - celebrated Christmas

towether as Dave and Myma and their three children

joined us in Montana with Becky, Dave and their six
children. We had a beautiful and blessed time.

In April Judy and I flew back to Montana for the | P

birth of our 16th grandchild—Becky and Dave's 7th.
Becky had decided to have a home delivery by midwife

previous member care trips accompanied us on this
trip. Together we joined the “Footsteps of the
Apostles” tour just before the conference began. T
We gained new insights into the culture and ,"‘—.': ol
: thought of the New Testament and
Paul’s writings. During our time in “* L
¥ Greece, Clay celebrated his 75th birthday,

rather than a hospital delivery. When her labor start- -~

ed, Becky called her midwife and found out she was
quite sick. The midwife was going to send another mid-
wife but Becky decided to go to a doctor in town who
had delivered some of their previous children. When
the doctor examined her he found the baby had fetal
distress and scheduled an emergency C-section. The
baby arrived with the cord wrapped around the neck
three times. If he had been delivered at home he would
either have died or not been normal. Instead he was a
healthy 8 Ib. 12 oz. boy— Benjamin David Helsby. God
was so faithful! Our oldest daughter, Beth and her
daughter Caroline flew back from Taiwan and along
with their daughter Grace in a U.S. college totally
surprised Becky a few days after we left.

On April 22 we flew to the  Churis-

Y tian Medical and Dental Associations

! Continuing Education Conference
" which was held in Greece for the first
time. The conference alternates between Thailand
and Africa. The Thailand meetings have been held in a
very reasonable resort hotel which is large enough for a
full program for the spouses and children of the medi-
cal missionaries who come. For years the commission
had been looking for a similar facility in Africa without
success. Usually the Africa facility will only house
about 100 attendees. This year in Greece the 700 at-
tendees were from 74 countries and included 129 chil-
dren, 30 children’s workers from two churches, 74 non-
medical attendee spouses, 254 M.D.s, 124 faculty who
paid their own way to give the needed continuing
medical education, and 120 missionary dentists, nurses
and other medical personnel. Many of these came from
restricted access and stressful countries and living sit-
uations. Judy helped with the women spouses program
and I led the nonmedical men’s group. We had plenty of
opportunities to give member care of encouragement
and counsel to many of the attendees. In addition Ju-
dy and I were one of the three couples leading the Mar-
riage Enrichment Weekend at the end of the confer-
ence, attended by twelve couples.

Clay and Margaret Grondahl, from our church in
New York, who have accompanied us on some of our

children, Ryan and Jackie, and

we invited our oldest grandchild,

Grace, to tour Rome with us for

five days following the confer-

ence. We were moved and in- [

spired by the paintings and art

in the Sistine Chapel, Vatican Museums and St Peter's
Basilica, and the Roman  Forum, Coliseum and other
sights of Rome. Our final days in Italy we visited two
TEAM missionary families supported by our church.

Becky and Dave and their seven children were with
us for about two weeks before returning to Tanzania to
begin a ministry working with Tanzanian pastors and
families. We were privileged to be together with them
as our son, Dave, was promoted to
Lt Col. I gave him the oath of office
as I did when he received his first
commission in 1990!

September 9—15 we returned to

Taiwan to help celebrate the 50th Anmversary of
TEAM’s hospital and church in Taitung, Taiwan,

where we were privileged to serve for 25 years. Several
of the missionaries we served with in the past also re-
turned for the occasion, including some of their chil-
dren and grandchildren. It was very encouraging to see
the continued growth of the hospital and TEAM church
these past 50 years. God truly has been faithful and
blessed in both ministries. Both continue to, serve and
reach out and bless Taitung and the outlying areas. It
was a great joy being with former coworkers, patients
and church friends. Well known Heavenly Melody
Singers led a rally for about 500 as part of the celebra-
tions. We visited colleagues in China for ten days be-
fore the Anniversary celebrations.

Judy continues making beautiful quilts.

We thank God for each of you and pray you have ex-
perienced His faithfulness in your own lives in 2014!
ek L

»r#‘—--’ sﬁ‘o J\"{
Note: to see larger photos or text, go to Uus site:

http://boblongtw.tripod.com/longs2014christmasletter.pdf
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The Medlcal Students Cultural Exchange
3 1 (MSCE) program

James Chen

The Medical Students Cul-

. Medlcal Students Cultural Exchenge

- share their faith and build friendship with students in Tai-
- wan. It is not merely a weeklong summer camp, but a long-
- term friendship building and faith sharing opportunity be-
- tween Christian and non-Christian students across an ocean
- and cultural divide. We are thankful that from four years

(MMC), the only medical school that was founded by a Prot-
estant Christian organization in Taiwan, to be our initial fo- :
cus. MMC was recently established in 2009 and will be the :

in 1901.

- of sowing and watering, the ministry is taking root both at

tural Exchange (MSCE) program was first conceived in - LCMM and MMC. We have students from the U.S. eagerly

2011 as part of Luke Christian Medical Mission ministry to - wanting to return to Taiwan to serve MSCE every summer.

bring the Gospel and fellowship to the campus of a medical : Reciprocally, we also have new and veteran MMC students

school in Taiwan. We have chosen Mackay Medical College : Who look forward to returning to the MSCE English camp to

connect with their counterparts from the U.S year after year.

Following the English camp at MMC, the American students

last new medical school to be formed in Taiwan according : in the MSCE program would usually spend an additional

to its population growth and government policy. It is yet : week visiting and serving Christian hospitals and experi-

another blessed fruit born out of the rich legacy of the first : encing a rare opportunity to witness the tribal culture and

Presbyterian missionary George Leslie Mackay, who bravely spiritual needs in more remote mountain areas of Taiwan. To

answered God's calling and dedicated his entire life, leaving : many of the American Christian students, these journeys are

Canada in 1871 to serve in northern Taiwan until his death : usually filled with stories and rich histories about how early

. western Christian medical missionaries blessed the island
- of Taiwan in the early days and how contemporary Taiwan-

Even though MMC was founded by the Presbyterian Church

er than 20% of the faculty and staft are Christians. MSCE

en- to nine-day English camp. From 2011 to 2014, LCMM

dents from 27 universities to join our Taiwan mission teams :

MMC students. It also received enthusiastic affirmation and

speech pathology students at MMC.

tivities surrounding culture,

ese Christian medical professionals continue to carry on the

in Taiwan, fewer than 10% of the admitted students and few- : mission of serving, loving and faithfully answering their call-

ings from Christ. For the MSCE ministry, our sincere hope is

therefore serves a unique mission and function by bringing @ that the seeds of salvation will be planted and germinate in

together Christian college students and faculties from the @ the younghearts of MMC students. In addition, we pray that

United States to share their culture, Christian values and the experience of MSCE can be an encouragement and in-

Christian faith with MMC students every summer in a sev- : Spiration to future medical professionals in both Taiwan and

the U.S., and that the spirit of many sacrificial missionaries

has organized and supported 64 American Christian stu- : can be passed onto these students.

led by Christian doctors, faculties, scientists and profession- : God has blessed the MSCE ministry so abundantly over

als. MSCE at MMC was successful since the beginning and - the past four years. We are deeply thankful for your gener-

has become one the most welcome summer programs by the : ous support and prayer to sustain this ministry. Our prayer

- requests for 2015 are that (1) we can serve better through

support from the president and the administrative body of : MSCE by strengthening the follow-up work with MMC stu-

the medical college. MSCE is a bridge for young American : dents; (2) we will plan more effectively with more partici-

Christian university students, most of them in the fields of pation from MMC Christian faculty members; (3) we will

medicine, nursing and healthcare, to open up dialogues with : be able to explore a more long-term goal for MSCE and 4)

mostly non-Christian medical, nursing and audiology and establish Christian fellowships among American medical

- professionals and medical school students who have a heart
- to serve both locally and in Taiwan as part of LCMM.

MSCE is attractive to the :
MMC students because of :
its well-designed program :
ranging from topics and ac-

language, science, pohtlcs and healthcare to seminars on en-
tertainment, career asplratlon and contrasts between West-
ern vs. Eastern values. However, more importantly, MSCE
owes its success to the dedication and love of the young
American Christian students who are willing and eager to :
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For more information on MSCE, please visit:
http://www.lcmmusa.org/#!admissions/clylq, or
http://mscesummercamp.wordpress.com/
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1

2014 MSCE Reflections

Never before have I had the opportunity to share the gospel
with so many people who are so willing to listen, so curi- : &
ous to learn about Jesus, so open to me sharing about Je-
.............. These two fruitful weeks have been an experi- | s
ence like none other, and it’s always such a pleasure to be able :
to take part in God’s work, especially in such a land so near

and dear to my heart. - Cindy Wu

All the students thought
so deeply and I could
see their curiosity for
God and Christianity
grow more and more.
There were times where
I would normally freak
out and try to change

© to a typhoon), but I spent much of the day shadowing a
- missionary doctor. ............... In my first year of medical
- school, my opinions of certain specialties and lifestyles have
. been easily swayed simply based on what others have told
. me. Through talking with this doctor, I was reminded of the
- value of cultivating a vibrant relationship with God to do the
- work he has and will put on my heart. - Miranda Wang

W LR R TR R R &

RUAA R A MG HTE %
AN F4%F > k&8
I8 > AL JEF AT I A5 Bk AR OR
;;"'?a‘\’ B b5 B K o F B AR

Bt K PYeeeee I 240
18 & VA AT 09 48 B 42 T LRt
2 F AP 69 5 TRAT

ik
5

%4y E 4 o - Cindy Wu

AR ARBEER
I VT
B AT AR

5@&%%@&%M%&

: i &
the subject, but I found myself digging deeper and asking : ﬁs;}zé%ggs A IR AL élj E‘ ’%(‘ﬁ{m
for more of their opinions. It was great to be a part of MSCE : 36 HAE % o - Pricilla Chigo

where I could help plant seeds and share the gospel with

people that were so willing to listen and so curious about :

MRS R R AR A R AR NE 8
RRE

Christianity. - Priscilla Chiao

Even though I did not feel that I had successfully conveyed % A 89 TAE o - Tiffany Huang

the message that I'd intended to during my Morning Manna,
- MSCEgit f 4 4% R F) & 72 75 Bp 4 P 3k X AR 4% %

I was happily surprised to hear from students that they had
related to my testimony and experiences. So what did I learn
from Bible study and Morning Manna? I learned that God
works through the unexpected. - Tiffany Huang

What makes MSCE different from other programs is that it = 5 B o R 2 —8 34t

A R

does not end after the closing ceremony. This program is meant

 BREFLYHAERZEITMG LS

AR o A KR EA R 2
PRAE 3 X B SE A

A3

EL;%

» T ) AR R U R B T T 6’3 A
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SR B E ARS8 & AR 5] 69 F I A

— 187 K

Fo BB T & R BN AR AR A E R0 R

B SR ALAPY B 4 AL 48 T KA R AT AL -

RAVIRIS Ly ~ kb HR T B 5 kA 2 — e K W

to build relationships. Even in the second week when I was in :

Taitung with the other TAS, I spoke with my MSCE team be- = g % g & 49 Bl 1%, %4 R &

C—REMAS R EAAE—

tween breaks at the hospital, in the commute between locations,
and also during a typhoon. They've given me the best time in
Taiwan. We've climbed Yang-Ming Mountain, gone to the Shil-
in Night Market, drank boba tea, and fought (I fled) ginormous

was a cultural exchange but what I got out of it was a family in
Taiwan where I once had none. - Phillip Chea
We only spent one day in Taitung Christian Hospital (due

. Xshadowing —{i B & & %
............ T — e

B
CHAFHMERMAE L
flying insects together. What I had expected in this program : s da /& ;& ) A 69 B R4 3 R
s & fn B '%iﬁﬁ%zﬁiéi

SR AR AT B 69 47 R A
& # —A{B KR JiE o - Philip Chea

#* 3

Jﬁ%#)’(/‘r‘?}’/&&’b q:ﬁaﬁkféi(? o - Miranda Wang
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1

A Glimpse into God’s Heart for Taitung

Florence Hsiao

e

: to address their needs, no matter how difficult or incon-

- venient. Despite the many material goods that outsiders

© give to the villages, I witnessed how only the hope we have

venient to love, I would suddenly forget those years of :

Sunday school. This all changed when I moved to Tai-
ban (4 3R), a small Paiwan tribe (4 7%) village in the :
mountains of Taitung, to teach English and live with the :

missionary and counselor, Jeriah Shun of Galilee (K 3% 37.) i

Foundation, who cared for the people’s mental and spiti- :

tual health. From this experience, I began to see that love

for others comes from loving God, and that it is not just :

about making people feel better, but about giving people
. I taught 3rd-6th graders at Taiban Elementary, 1st-2nd

- graders at Tuban ( £3R) Elementary (a school in a nearby

lasting hope, a hope that can only come through Christ.

reality. Needless to say, I felt unprepared to setve in such :
- However, the times I cherished most were those I spent

a setting.

4 -
Jeriah Shun, the missionary I had
the privilege of getting to know.

My two-month short term mis- *in Christ can end addictions, heal relationships, and uni-

sions trip to Taitung (& %), : fv families. However, what amazed me most about Ms.

Taiwan was one of the most . Shun was that she never once directed attention to her-

formative spiritual experiences self. Everything was for God’s glory and every blessing

of my life. From a young age, I @ that the people received through her was because of God.

was taught to love God and love : I noticed that her intimate relationship with God made

your neighbors (Matt.22:37-38)

and to “love because he first : @ boldness and persistence that broke down barriers with

loved us.” (1John4:19) Yet, whenever it became incon- even the most hostile people.

her so secure in her identity in Christ that she loved with

During the second week, the
local elementary schools invit-
ed me to help teach English. I
eagerly accepted the offer be-
cause I realized that my level of
Chinese made it perfect for me
to develop relationships with

Teaching English at Tuban Elementary school students.

elementary

I must admit that when I first arrived in Taiban, I had no village), and evening K-2 classes. With little to no expe-

idea what to expect. Prior to the trip, I had learned about : fience teaching children, let alone in Chinese, my time in

the various problems that people in villages around Tai- the classtoom was nothing short of challenging. Most of

tung often faced. Alcoholism, drug abuse, and domestic : the students were uninterested in learning English and of-

violence have made it common for children to grow up in : ten disrupted class. But praise God for giving me wisdom,

single-parent homes or for grandparents to be the prima- @ strength, and love that was not from myself because the

ty caregivers. From the stories I heard in Taiban, what I more diff icult the student, the more I found myself loving

had learned turned out to be an accurate description of : them.

. outside of the classtoom with the kids. Some of them came

27

I spent my first week acquainting myself with the people to trust me and shared their fears and hurts with me. I did

of Taiban, learning their culture, : not always feel “qualified” to care for them, but T trusted

and helping Ms. Shun with vari- © God with my words and learned to use the power of His

ous tasks. With no real agenda, : wotd to bring comfort to them. It was a joy to see the

I learned to be faithful, starting : children’s childlike faith in God grow with an unwavering

each day by waking up at 5:30 AM
to go for an hout-long walk with :

Ms. Shun lifting up prayers for the - Despite the gorgeous green mountains around the village,

people and the land. I “shadowed” : the ugliness of evil was very present. Coming to terms with

Ms. Shun and caught a glimpse of © the brokenness in families, especially domestic violence,

the missionary’s life — one that is - was one of my most spiritually challenging experiences.

characterized by proactive love for all those around het, When I learned that the mother of two of my students,

joy in bringing hope into the lives of other, and constant : who had recently accepted Christ, was sexually assaulted

communion with God. She treated every child, every hurt- : by a neighbor, blamed for it, and then abused by her hus-

ing mother, and every broken fathet with dignity, as one band, I could not help but angrily ask God how He could

made in the image of God. And through her interactions, : @llow such things to happen to the people he claims to

she brought hope into people’s lives by taking the time love. Yet, God showed me that even in darkness, His grace

persistence that is often rare even in my own life.
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I lived at Galilee Foundation’s Taiban Station. The
brightly colored poster with Isaiah 61:3 written on
it was like a beacon of light in the village.

abounds. I vividly remem- :
ber the genuine look of :
peace and comfort on the
mother’s face when Ms. :
Shun brought her over
to the house following a :
particularly painful night. :
After accusing God for
abandoning her, I realized :
that God had been work-
ing all along by placing :

Ms. Shun, a woman she :
clearly trusted, in her life. In Psalm 139, David says, “the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.” (Ps. 139:12) Often times, :
I am tempted to assume God is not present when people :

suffer from injustices, but in reality, God is intimately in-
volved, and even the darkest parts of the earth cannot :

escape His light.

As an aspiring physician, my experience in Taiban re-
formed the very foundation of why I want to become a
doctor. Doctors are called to bring healing to the physi-

the spiritually broken. Christian doctors must, therefore,
aim to treat patients holistically, recognizing the need for

like will depend on each patient, but in practice, it all be-
gins with loving God with all of our being. When we love
God, His love, hope, wisdom, and light overflows to those
around us.

Ilove these Taiban kids and miss them so much!

I went and lived with
a sister in Christ, and saw how God is working through
her to transform lives, families, and entite communities
in Taitung. I have never been motre convinced that loving
and setving others begins with loving God because only
through Him can we have hope and bring true healing
and redemption to the world.
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declared Jesus the sav- :
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ior of the wortld, two of
his disciples immediately :
followed Jesus wanting
to know who He is. In re- : §
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